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Aud I puniſhed them oft in every Synagogue, 
and compelled them to blaſpheme ; and being 


exceedingly mad againſt them, I perſecuted 


A o 


them even unte firange Cities. 


. ERSECUTION is never more bloody and 
be dreadful, deſtructive and indiſcriminate, than 


| when n and affiſted by Rebellion; 
9 and indeed they generally attend one another. 


Unity and Union, in Church and State, are fo cloſely, I 
had almoſt ſaid inſeparably, connected, that tis not poſ- 
ſible to diſturb one without affecting both: And whoſo- 
ever begins or broaches the Schiſm, (how foreign ſoever 
it may be to his preſent Thoughts or Intention) is, 
1 nevertheleſs, laying the Foundation of an enſuing Re- 


1 


ST. Paul's Zeal hed blinded his Reaſon, and thereby 
rendered him no leſs Blood-thirſty than over-officious ; 
ne: A 


for, 


[2] 
for, in the Verſe immediately before my Text, we read, 
he honeſtly confeſſes, it had fo far tranſported him, that 
when many of the Saints were ſhut up in Priſon by his 


Authority, which he receiv'd from the Chief Prieſts, and 
put to Death, he gave his Voice againſt them. 


THis is the true Characteriſtick of all Perſecutors; 
nor will any of them, (whoſe Zeal, according to the 
_ Scripture Phraſe, is without Knowledge, and therefore 
directed and governed by this Spirit of Perſecution, ) ever 
be ſatisfied but with Biood : Nay! even that will not 
always ſuffice ; for many unhappy Wretches, before they 


were releaſed from the "Tyranny of their Perſecutors, b 


Scourgings and Tortures were compelled to blaſpheme ; 
as if not content with inhumanly puniſhing them in this 
World, they would endeavour alſo to make ＋ work | 
their own Damnation in the next. 


Ar i 18 further obſervable allo, chat che Malice 5 F this 
reſtleſs Spirit cannot, and will not be appeaſed with ex- 
erting itſelf againſt thoſe unfortunately within the Limits 
of its Power and Authority, but purſues them likewiſe 
who have happily eſcaped its Fury, even unto ſtrange 
Cities; not ſatisfied with depriving them of Liberty and 
Property at home, but revengefully hunting after them, 
to make a Prey of their Lives abroad. There needs no 
other Teſtimony to prove that they, of whatever Deno- 
mination, who are acted by this Spirit, are moved by a 
diabolical one; and ſearch all Hiſtory, divine and pro- 
fane, and no Mention of a Perſecution is to be found, 
but 
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but what was begun, raiſed, and continued, by ſuch 
wicked infernal Agents. 


THERE are no Extremes more oppoſite than Perſecu- 
tion and Religion; the one is the Daughter of Error, 
the other is the Child of Truth: Perſecution ariſeth from 


beneath, Religion deſcendeth from above; and though, 
- maugre all Oppoſition, the latter has hitherto prevailed, 


tho' ſometimes it has been worſted, yet ſhe never took that 


Method to force or win over Proſelytes, which the other, 


ſince the Beginning of the World, ever. uſed, and but 
too ſucceſsfully has practiſed: As this Perſecution is al- 
ways carried on againſt the Orthodox in the Church, fo 
is it alſo as certainly raiſed againſt legal Monarchy on the 
Throne. Order and Regularity it nauſeates and abhors ; 
and Anarchy and Confuſion are all it approves. Who 
ever yet read or heard of a true chriſtian, legal, perſecu- 
ting Monarch? or of an orthodox, tyrannizing Church? 
He only who has ſeen a quiet, peaceable, ſincere, up- - 


Tight, and loyal Hypocrite. 


Bu T TI have no Occaſion to look back into Antiquity, 
or to ſearch into Hiſtory, antient or modern, ſacred or 
profane, to multiply Inſtances as a Proof of what I have 
juſt now advanced ; the Tragedy of this Day, and the 
diſmal, inhuman, hypocritical and bloody Tranſactions 
that for Years preceded it, and too many after, enſued, 
are all of them abundantly ſufficient to confirm and atteſt 
it. However this ſhort Remark let me make: that tho' 
there have been former moſt violent Perſecutions, yet 

N WE e 
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they were either raiſed by profeſſed Infidels, and therefore 
not ſo much to be wondered at, or carried on and con- 
tinued by ſuch blind Biggots, of which the woeful Diſ- 
turbers of the Peace of this our Ifland are the Spawn: 
But never any, in any Age or Country, was mitiated 
with more Cunning, proſecuted with more Vehemence, 
and terminated with the Loſs of more Blood, common 
or ſacred, Noble or Royal. Tis not ſo much Matter of 
Surprize, that Infidelity, by any the moſt cruel or bar- 
barons Means, ſhould e to extirpate or aboliſh 
Chriſtianity; that People profeſſing it, ſhould miſtakenly 
withſtand or reſiſt, nay even puniſh unto Death, ſome 
honeſt equal Opponents ; but that Enthuſtaſm and Fana- 
ticiſm ſhould entirely bring under Subjection the truly 
primitive, and legally eſtabliſhed Religion, and not only. 
fap, and raze the Foundation of the Church, and in her 
Ruins bury the Remains of moſt of her ſincereſt Chil- 
dren, ableſt Advocates, and moſt Orthodox Fathers ; but 
finally, in the ſame fatal and moſt lamentable Deſolation, 
| ſhuffle 3 in the mangled Relicks of their moſt righteous and 
_ religious, upright and fincere, tender and Nas 
endearing and affectionate Sovereign! This, when com- 
pared with all former Perſecutions, will give their bit- 
tereſt Malice ſome Reſemblance of Lenity, and almoſt 
change the Inhumanity of a Nero into Mercy. Some 
indeed deny the Fact; Others, not fo fimple or impu- 
dent, tho no leſs wicked, Juſtify ; but none of them 
ever repented, or do repent it; and yet all defire to have 
it buried in Oblivion. But alas to diſown the Guilt, 
is only to * the Crime ; 3 and to confeſs and not 
repent 
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| repent, if poſſible, is repeating and redoubling it; a 
Crime of Jo black and indelible a Nature that nothing 
can parallel, unleſs the Folly and Impiety of thoſe, 
who would join with them in endeavouring to end and 
fence the Service of this Day's Humiliation. 


I the Office for this Day appointed, 'tis truly and juſtly 
obſerved, that nothing can expiate the Shedding of this 
innocent Blood, but the Blood of the Son of God ; and 
therefore we prudently are enjoined to ſupplicate Heaven, 
not to lay it to the Charge of the People of this Land; 
vor let it ever be required of us, or our Poſterity; 
but then with what Hopes of Succeſs can we put up 
theſe Petitions, or how can we expect this Part of our 
Prayers ſhould be received, whilſt we have amongſt us 
_— many, who, not content, ſecretly and in 


Hh Id, — Wirnels like the perſecuting Jeus in our 
Saviour's Days, that they goo the Deeds of their, Fa- 
thers ; Aifferin from them only in this Reſpect, that 
they, indeed, built the Sepulchres of the Prophets, but 
theſe Men of our Days woke rather to deface them; 
and as their Fathers killed the beſt of Subjects, and fi 
mally martyred WW Nobleſt of Kings, ſo they do allow 
their Deeds b oppoſite Method, endeavouring that 
their Memori mould periſh with them. How contra- 
dictory is this to the Senſe of our Church, and I wiſh 
I could add, to that of all thoſe who enter into her 
Courts Let his Mem ys She, be ever bleſſed 
among us: And grant, "Tar th This our Land may be freed 


from 


— and in the open Face of the 


EY 
from the Vengeance of his righteous Blood. But theſe 
Sons of Belial, (for whilſt they thus allow the Deeds 
of their Fathers, by what other Appellation ſhall we 
diſtinguiſh them?) are ſo far from praying, or deſiring 
that his Memory ſhould be bleſſed among us, that they 
would not be content it ſhould be remembered no more, 
but rather calumniate and defame, blacken and deface 
it, with all the Malice and Bitterneſs, Falſhood and 
accurſed Slander, that infernal Invention can ſuggeſt : 
Nay! and in Ridicule of his moſt barbarous, inhuman 
Murder, {till imitating their only Precedent,. the be- 
forementioned Jews, annually do. they butcher one of 
the moſt contemptible and fooliſh Animals, in their 
Opinion, with no leſs Cruelty and Deriſion, though 
not with the ſame Satiety of Revenge, than their Fore- 
fathers exerciſed on the Scaffold; and then as profanely 
feaſt upon the mangled Remains in Contempt of the 
Faſt, .gorging their Stomachs with Blood as full as their 
Hearts are filled with Iniquity. Had he been an U- 
ſurper, or had he been a Parricide, had he lifted up 
an Hand againſt Father or Mother, Siſter or "WS Fg V 
had he been a Tyrant, or a Tranſgreſſor not only 
of his own, but God's Laws; had he deſerted the 
Church, or been as wanton and profuſe of the Blood 
of his Subjects as laviſh of their Purſes, or finally, had 
he been delighted as much in all the Variety of Op- 
preſſion, as he really was buſied and altogether em- 

loyed in every Thing that vas good and beneficial, or 
— he diſcovered any View or Deſign upon arbitrary 


Power, at which Uſurpation is always aſpiring, and but 
"= too 


71 
too frequently arrives, then, perhaps, by theſe Set of 
Men, might his Memory have been ſtyled— Immortal. 


Bor he was, in every one of theſe Reſpects, the 
Reverſe; ſo far from being an Uſurper, that his Right to 
the Crown, the only Divine Right, was directly Lineal and 
Hereditary; Kings and Princes being his Anceſtors for 
more Generations than either tis expedient I ſhould. here 
inform you, or requiſite now to demonſtrate, and whoſe 
2 Honour would by them undoubtedly be con- 
eſſed, was there a Poſſibibily of atteſting it, to have been 
the Royal Progenitors of ſuch an illuſtrious Succeſſor, 
and ſo glorious a Martyr; it being not ſo eaſily determi- 
nable whether he reflected more upon them, by his ſu- 
perior Wiſdom and Conduct, and other Princely Virtues, 
peculiar to himſelf, whilſt in the Height of Proſperity; 
or by a pious Submiſſion and unparallelled Reſignation to 
the Will of Heaven, in the moſt violent Torrent of Ad- 
verſity. | 
He was no Parricide, or ever lifted up Hand againſt 
Father or Mother, Brother or Siſter, but was ever as 
tender of their Lives who gave him Life, as of his own; 
if in any thing he exceeded in his Love and Reſpect, 
Duty and Submiſſion to them, it was only in that to 
Him, who gave Being to them all, his Duty to God : 
And if his Concern for the Death of his truly Royal Fa- 
ther, notwithſtanding the alluring Pleaſure of the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Crown thereby, could be equalled by any 
Thing, it was by the general Satisfaction of his Nobility, 


who 


| 1 = if 
who beſt knew him, and therefore beſt underſtood how 
capable he was of repairing the otherwiſe irremediable 
Loſs. His Affection to his Brother and Siſter went in 
no wiſe behind that which natural Affection requires; 
and rather than to be ſaid to have come ſhort of frater- 


nal Reſpect, he may juſtly be recommended as a Pat- 
tern and Example for all ſucceeding Princes, or any 
other, who have Kindred to whem they ſtand in ſo 
near a Relation. | | | | | 

HE had nothing of the Tyrant in him, nor ever exer- 
ciſed Severity towards any, unleſs it was to himſelf; he 
was ſo naturally averſe to any thing cruel, that even when 
Puniſhment became abſolutely neceſſary, his Humanity 
and Compaſſion frequently remitted it to his own no in- 
conſiderable Detriment. In the Midſt of the moſt da- 
ring Inſults, and indignant Reproaches, he manifeſted no 
leſs Courage and Reſolution in ſuſtaining and endyring 
them, than Pity and Tenderneſs in excuſing and forgiving 
them. In ſhort, he made this uſeful Improvement from 
the uncommon, unheard-of Barbarities and Cruelties he 
met with from others, never to return any himſelf.—— 
A Leſſon rarely learned in the School of Affliction, 


4s to his being a ſtrict. and exact Obſerver of Laws, 
human and divine; this I will venture to ſay, the World 
never produced one amongſt the Sons of Men that was 

more obedient to either before him; and fince (it will 
be no Preſumption to affirm,) it has not afforded his 
Equal. . 


His 
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His Love and Veneration for the Church was what 
he particularly delighted to diſcover; nor did he ever 
+ look upon that Day, in which he did not fpend a Part 
in the Houſe of Prayer, as either pleaſantly or profitably 
ſpent: No Buſineſs was ever ſo urgent, when Neceflity 
conſtrained him not, (as that was fatally too. often the 
Caſe,) as to prevent his Devotion ; no Pleaſures ſo enga- 
ging as to ſupercede it: His firſt Addreſs was always paid 
to Heaven, and always paid with ſo much Reverence, 
Reſpect, Fervency and Humiliation, as if that was to 
have been his laſt. He was thoroughly acquainted with 
our moſt excellent Liturgy, and for that Reaſon only a 
proved and recommended it : He was convinced of the 
Divine Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, and therefore maintained, 
honoured, and ſupported it; and tho' it was extorted 
from him to permit Preſbytery to be indulged and allowed 
in Scotland, yet, may we truly fay, he neither aſſented or 
conſented, but rather ſubmitted, of which Sumiſſion he 
only once repented, and that was till his ſacred Head 
was ſubmitted to the Block in the Defence of Epiſco- 
pacy in England. | 


A PERSON naturally of the mildeſt and tendereſt Diſ- 
poſition, cannot be ſuppoſed to be delighted much with 
the Blood of any, and more eſpecially with that of his 
own Subjects; and, indeed, ſo tender was he always of 
it, ſo ſtudious and deſirous of preſerving it, that even 
Victory, at the Expence of it, brought him but little 
Satisfaction, and was a Purchaſe he would rather have 

B declined. 


declined. Had he been as profuſe of it, as his Enemies 


[ 10 | | | * 


' (Rebellious Subjects |) were thirſty after his; or had he 
as freely riſqued the Lives of his own Soldiers, as he 
. openly expoſed his own, tis more than probable he had 
died a Conqueror, though a reluctant one. But he em- 
braced Martyrdom at the Loſs of his own Blood, rather 


than aim at Conqueſt, even at the Hazard of theirs, 


As he was thus tender of the Lives of his Subjects, fo 
was he no lefs frugal and careful of their Purſes ; He 
never augmented ſupernumerary Taxes and Loans, 
though frequently declined neceſſary ones; and thoſe 
which were unavoidable, did he ever huſband with that 
Oeconomy and Regularity, as to reflect as much Honour 
upon the Subject, as Luſtre upon the Crown. 


Ricnes, during the ſhort peaceable Interval of his 
Reign, were never more abounding in this Kingdom ; 
which indeed an ingrateful, treacherous Nation, made but 
too ſucceſsful an Inſtrument to oppoſe and rebel againſt 
the moſt indulgent of Monarchs ; but the Succeſs of the 
Rebellion proved the Loſs of its Liberty, and Tyranny 
and Uſurpation in a few Years fleeced it more, and was 
daily more expenſive and exacting, than the moſt extra- 
vagant Reign of the moſt laviſh of Princes. It is the 
Deſire and Glory of Kings, and was ſingularly his, to 
behold Subjects to flouriſh ; but it is the Intereſt, as well 
as Inclination, of Uſurpers, to impoveriſh and oppreſs, 
in order to ride and keep them in Subjection. 


80 
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So far likewiſe was this Royal Martyr, this now eter- 
nally-crown'd King, from ſuffering Oppreſſion, that he 
was the Firſt who ſuffered it himſelf; and that to a De- 

ee which none of his Subjects could; and, finally, re- 
ſiſted unto Death, that none of them ſhould. He had 

no View or Deſign upon arbitrary Power; the little he 
aim'd at, was what was only neceſſary for the Support 
and Honour of the Crown, and that rather that he there- 
by might the more ſecurely defend the Injured and Op- 
prefled, and be enabled to do every one the more Good, 
than out of any real inward Pleaſure he had in it him- 
ſelf. To fay all at once, he valued neither Riches or 
Power for any Good that he ſaw in them themſelves, but 


only approved them for the Power they gave him of doing 
Good. | 


Tuls was the Man, the Monarch, and the Chriſtian 
whom they perſecuted, and to whoſe Death they all con- 
ſented, together with that of all thoſe who religiouſly, du- 
tifully, affectionately, and fincerely adhered to him. And 
all this was perpetrated by a Set of Men, or rather a 
Banditti, in every Reſpect as unworthy of Power or Au- 
thority upon Earth, as they thereby had rendered them- 
ſelves undeſerving of Mercy or Forgiveneſs in Heaven: 
Men, as much beneath him in Birth, if poſſible, as he 
was ſuperior to them in Virtue; and whoſe Parentage 
might have been ſtruck out of, or never regiſtered in the 
Records of Time, but for their ſuperlative Wickedneſs. 
They were of all Men, whoſe Uſurpation ever met with 


Succeſs, 


[x2 ] 

Succeſs, unexceptionably the cruelleſt and bloodieſt of 
 Tyrants ; and wantoned in the Puniſhment and Undoing 
of their Fellow-Subj ects and their Poſterity to ſuch a De- 
gree, that it is not eaſily determinable whether they ex- 
preſſed more Hatred and Revenge in the Sentence, than 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction at the Execution. | 


| Trey trampled upon all Laws, human and divine, 

and to manifeſt their Contempt of both more conſpi- 
cuouſly, they illegally and au repealed all that 
was ws in cither. 


Trey had a fingular and moſt implacable Malice 
againſt the Church and her Clergy, which could not be 
appeaſed with totally defacing the one, without alto- 
gether ſtarving, extirpating, and butchering the other ; 
and in her Stead, and their Room, they inſtituted a Form 


of Mock-Worſhip, to be carried on by a no leſs wicked 


than illiterate Fraternity; in Subſtance, as. well as Per- 8 


formance, as diſagreeable to Common-Senſe, as offenſive 
to Omnipotence. What they call'd their Religion, was 
little elſe but a more private Conſultation which Way to 
ſhed Blood; for, it is to be noted, they never went, as 
they gave out, to ſeek the Lord, but it was certainly the 


Prologue to ſome terrible inhuman Slaughter. 


As they made ſuch Havock with the Lives, ſo were 
they no leſs profuſe of the Purſes of thoſe they had in 


Subjection: They exacted Taxes and Impoſitions, where 


my had not left a 3 for Neceſſaries; and 


Death, 


E 


Death, or at leaſt Impriſonment, (an Indulgence in thoſe 


Days not often granted,) muſt anſwer the Deficiency. 
Bur it would be too melancholy and moving a Taſk 


to paint out all the Variety of Miſeries, and Viciflitudes 


of Troubles, to which this Royal Martyr and his Loyal 
Subjects were expoſed, and which they perſonally ſuffered 
and underwent ; otherwiſe, I doubt not, at a true Rela- 
tion, many would ſtand wondering like the Ruler in the 
| Goſpel, upon a different Occaſion, crying, How can theſe 
Things be but this I will venture to affirm, they were 
ſuch, and of ſo uncommon, unparalleled a Nature, as 
none, but Perſons divinely aſſiſted, could have endured, 


and none but Wretches diabolically inſtigated, would 
have inflicted. ; 


| LET us therefore, to conclude all, in Conformity to 


our moſt excellent Office for this Day appointed, conſtantly 
pray, that his Memory may be ever bleſſed among us; 


that we may follow the Example of his Courage and 
Conſtancy, his Meekneſs and Patience, and great Charity. 
And grant, that this our Land may be freed from the 
Vengeance of his righteous Blood, and that God's Mercy 
may be glorified in the Forgiveneſs of our Sins; and 


all for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 
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